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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
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Teng Hsiao- p'ing. Vice Premier of the State 

Council, People's Republic of China 
Ch'iao Kuan-hua, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Wang Hai-jung, PRC Vice Foreign Minister 
Ambassador Huang Chen, Chief of the PRC Liaison 

Office, Washington 
Lin P'ing, Director', Department of American and 

Oceanic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
T'ang Wen— heng, Deputy Director, Department of 

American and Oceanic Affairs, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 
Tsien Ta-yung, Counselor, PRC Liaison Office, . 

Washington 
Ting Yuan-hung, Director, United States Office, 

Department of American and Oceanic Affairs, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Chao Chi-hua, Deputy Director, United States 

Office, Department of American and Oceanic 

Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Chang Han-chih, Translator 
Notetaker i 

Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State and 

Assistant to the President for National Security 

Affairs 
Donald Rumsfeld, Assistant to the President 
Ambassador George Bush, Chief of the United 

States Liaison Office, Peking 
Winston Lord, Director, Policy Planning Staff, 

• Department of State # 
Philip C. Habib, Assistant Secretary of State for 

East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Peter Rodman, Staff Member, National Security Council 
Richard H. Solomon, Senior Staff Member, National 

Security Council 
Karlehe Knieps, Notetaker 
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Tuesday. November 26, 1974 
3:45- 5:00 p.m. 

Great Hall of the People 

Peking, People's Republic of China 
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„.._„. They outnumber us today. 
Secretary K issinger. inc / • 

Vi^PrenuerTengL Did they !*e it at all? 

secretonJSissiiiESiL Ver * much " j „ „ 

V^^T^ ■ - * - — o £ your -« X Hope it I. -e, 

SecretonJ^HlE«L « is much better. 

^ZT „ you need any medical helo you just let us Know. 

Vice Prem ier Teng^ ^ Y ou 

TTv Kissing You are very nice. She is going to watch 

gor-r^tar y Kiss inger- 

acupuncture. 

S^S^ ^^ «-. - - Han Dynasty. 
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Secr etary Kissinger: On one trip I brought a doctor along who was 
very skeptical of it and after he sa^ it he was very impressed. 

Vice Premier Tens: It goes as far back as about two hundred years 
after Christ. During the Uroe of the three kingdoms. It was during 
that time people were able to have an operation with acupuncture. 

Sec retary Kissinger: It is interesting to reflect how it could have been 
invented. Because as I understand it, to this day nobody understands 
the theory, why it works, just that it works. 

Vice Premier Teng: I think mainly it was through practice. 

Secretary 'Kissinger: Who go the first idea to stick a needle into 

somebody? 

Vice Premier Teng: It was combined with the use of herb medicine. 

Secretary Kissinger: " ■ Who would have thought if you stick a needle 
into somebody it would help him? No other civilization thought about 
that. 

Vice Premier Teng: Shall we come back to our subject? We will 
listen to the Doctor. All right? 

Se cretary Kissinger: Let me discuss the subject of normalization. 
I understand that Mr. Habib has already had a talk on the bilateral 

relations . 

i 
I am confident that our side can keep multiplying the complexities^ 
as long as your side can. It is something we are very good at. 

Let me speak about the normalization problem. 

When we met the first time, in our first two meetings £"n 19717 we 
discussed completing the process during the^ second term of President 
Nixon. 

We said that we would reduce our military forces on Taiwan, and we 
repeated that in the Shanghai Communique. We said we would not 
support any two Chinas solution, or a one China-one Taiwan solution, 
or any variation. 
And we would not encourage other countries to pursue such a policy. 
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We have gi contrary. . 

Taiwan solution, quite in 

„ Mem is how we can complete the process. I would 1*. 

Tav^rr dumber of parts: 

M.m of the diplomatic status of Taiwan, 
a nd orcoLro^d^UclelaUonrhetween us. 

_ There is the problem of our military forces on Taiwan. 

_- A „d there is the problem of our defense commitment to 

Taiwan. * ^^ 

normalized relations, in two respect 

careful manner. Bu • wfia^e have P^ ^ becoming an eJC . 

interest is to prevent Siao - ^"=™ d stltes . 
tremely contentious issue in the Urn 

. that o£ the United States, to have. 
It is not in your interest, or m that oftt ^ ^ . 

KSCSS E5— - - - — — ' 

Soviet relations. 

<=« that we understand each other 
! am speaking very frankly Jo .you so ^ ^ yoUf will 

exactly. After I have put my ^^ . £ we can solve the problem. 
raThe^rr;^ obsLles. not to hide behind them. 
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•A- that while cannons have b.een fired — 

We believe. *s ^2^'J^"&> had C ° mm ° n '^ 
mostly in one direction we na 

-^ «tordav they were mostly produced by the 
As the Premier said yesterday, tney 

"polar bear." 

fronts with the PRG7 ^JfJZ^^t year of the two strands - 

First on the issue of the diplomatic status: We are ^prepa red to^ 
S£«£i on substantia the .Japan %£j££* liaison office in 
tot it would be easiest for usrf we cou ^ ^ ^ ^ follow 
Taiwan and an embassy in Peking, 
the Japan model. 

.,/ns7 troops on Taiwan, we are 
With respect to the P" 5 -"^ from Taiwan. We would like to 
prepared to remove aU our £°°P S ^.j^ ^thm which this jf 
•agree with you on »«*-*£.» ^ reduC e the forces by half 
b f accomplished - ■*, -which we -^ ^ be removed by *e end 

by the summer ot lV'o. «" 1U - 
of 1977. 

to an understanding about it now. that 

fiave Tot come up with a good answer. 

tv, e face o£ it, it is of course absurd to say 
Our problem is this: »j£ ^ a part of a country one recog- 

Secondly, we obviously ^J^a^S^^ 
■ ^nra~ogn"ed W ^ng a^e Ugal government of all China. 
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assurances of peaceful reintegration ^Ith can be reviewed after 
s^lZZll In order to avoid the difficulties which I have 



described. 

U we can. this wouid ~**£j^2^J££n> 

^L trfl Taiwan. We would have withdrawn our troops from 
TaTwar A™ wohld remain is .hat we would have some relaUon to 
peaceful reintegration. 

an excessive domestic strain. 

These are our basic considerations If we agree on the principles. 

we can then see what formula can then be worked out. 

Vi™ Premier Teng: Is that all? 

■Wrrtarv Kissinger! This is the essence, yes. 

« - emphasis one V^^^Z^l^^^*,' 
jfrnoVa ^=n y of mSninl TiT- indefinite^ of time. 

Vlr» Premier Teng: Well, actually this law was formulated by yo^r- 

selves. Is that so? 

fiprretar y Kissinger: Which law? 

„. T3 • t*«o. You are the ones who make the law. That is, 
l?£Z*Z^ J::ZL^ you have with Taiwan. That was 
fixed by yourselves. 
S^etarv Kissin R er: Of course. That is absolutely true. 

V.ee Premier Tens: Well, since you can formulate a law. naturally 

you can also do away with it, 

v • ^. Thnt is also true. Our point is not that it 
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• ; ^ --"well, the act of recognition in 
te you. it is not expedient to * lrrangeme nt because you cannot 
itself will change the ^ ure £ a country . 

have a defense treaty with part 
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York in October. 

That is correct. 



i^ouThTl^ers ° tifnT -your considerations - cannot be 

L essence your ™^ a ££ d J* *. Japan model, 
considered as bemg m accor 

it is sttU a variation o£ one China and 
And we feel that in essence it is sUU 
one Taiwan. 
SecreUrvJSissinEer^ Why is that? _ 

"" ^T7 W ell. this is primarily Uiat 7-3^^"^- 

VicePreroierjrengi. vv ^"' f .. i ia i s on office. The presen 
^iSS^rf^gTthe P^™ 1 . * f liaison office in Peking ~ « have 

zation of relations. 

embassy m Peking a^ 

to correct the problem. ■ 

wl , «. r . - —-&».-£»»: » '-* 

one China and one Taiwan. 

this formula. t 

Shanghai Communique, then tn 
done away with. 
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" ' " - %v the Doctor yourself just 

actually have been given bv the 
The reasons actually 




lizauoii *** — 

-_ - substantial meaning. 
But still it has a suost 



"Rut Still !«■ ****** 

Yice_Premjer^enSL B eo We this question, because 

this method of normals That is not the 

. No , „e do not need Taiwan ^^ be a 

Secretaries^-,, .f^ortant to understand. T 

i^^^^^tanding &e problem . 

mistake in understanding ^ from Taiwan in 

W hat we would -*..- -^ J^S^ «■£ ^T ted 

ff- — IS »?=« - ~ pidly acc 

SteTde^rwe have advanced. 

A n d the' other question 1S tn qu estion, . 

Taiwan question 

selves. • Taiwan question, 1 

.. — — £-££.srr<s --«- • 

SecretervJOSSHlES^- was that he ****£ stated 

„, . That was true. He dia 
Yic^PremiSi^Hifc- • . sym bolic one. 

" ,. „f "one hundred years 

. t course, the number .,«,•. I was going 

^Sn^nVhundr.d years 1 «! 
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, have to say this cccas^ny * .j£~ ^ rLTSS- • i 

Taiwan and the U.S. have to be eliminated. 

VJS1IIS ^ E ^ SL Chairman Mao Tse-tun, -de £ ver> rc£r that 

the solving of the Taiwan problem is an internal affair 

should be left to the Chinese to solve. 

Just now Dr. Kissinger said that on the Taiwan issue you wish to 

have a peaceful reintegration. 

.q^iarv Kissinger: That fc correct. 

rr, l^a T helieve you mentioned something like a 

vw Premier Teng: And I believe you _ uarantee , relationship, 

wish of the U.S. in having some part in this guarantee, re 

tt- ■ ^. iPt me explain what is our concern. We 

position exactly. 

t. i» 1Q71 it was clear that we were starting a 
p^esXI r u !d leaTto gradual erosion of the position of Taiwan. 

You would certainly not have been admitted ^^^^"wd 

J" 1 -tVentnS "ZftZZSSS^SZ^f* *~ 

have taken longer- Ana cooperated in this, and we - 

S^?S^^~ - "•*'-'• beon iraplementcd - An 

we did this in all seriousness. 

perhaps on countries that arc not friendly to either of us. 

• t^v But on the other hand, if we agree to your 
• ^^^^o betreTtins an impact internationaUy that we 
have agreed to the formula of one China - one Taiwan. 
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^- 4„„^. No we will work to make it clear that it is 

^g^T&Jf ' * wn «* — —* a solution which we 

have both rejected. j j 

tolerable and S radu fl^ ever u dec ide here. We will increase 

and wait for the opportune time to complete the proces 

a„ » nrocess in which we complete the political part of 
Or. we can do a Process » «" clear that we are solving the issues 

our relationship quickly and ^ * c ™ ^ M „ at once , an d find a 

SafsWdTe le ft °o r 0^^^ do it want to participate in 

that process. 

gj2s£jissI chih=. I'm not clear about the first part of your statement. 

„. - tu„ Vice Premier said that of course the one 

Secretary Kissxn B er^ The V^ ^^ q£ chair _ 

hundred years is symbohc. I u " ae "™ /understood it to mean 

ma n Mao's statement about a ^^J^J^^l work - that 
^^ha^h cT^ hf resSuUon will p'obably come about by force. 

issue is not one China, one Taiwan. 

. xv ■«♦«,. rh'iao- If I understand correctly. I see what you 
g££?£^ one China, but the.one China you want is a 
one CWna which is achieved through peaceful means . 

v - ■ „„,.. FvacUv For at least a reasonable period of 
Secretar y K.ssn^ ExacUyF ^^ ^^ ^ 

rument C XcL leaTt a mkary solution shortly after normalisahon. 
STTao not want a c - ; J*^-^*^ we 
K rminT sLmTcompaTbir^ith what Chairman Mao says in terms 

of the process. 
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„ • T«ia- We* have just row checked on what Chairman 
w~ Premier Teng We : have } ^ ^ understand 

Mao exactly said when he ^ k e ™ ormalixation of relations between 
what he .aid is. I .*> ^^^ one hundred years." So from 
China and the " m ^f t te .^™ not me an that from what Chairman 
£. raVrt^^^o^th to complete a process of the normal, 
zation as quickly as possible. 

United States. 

There are three principles » which ^ ^V SattT 
tion. which we «» no ^ a 5 te f^ y i e shanghai Communique. That is. 
U^Ut - that we * h °» ld ™*<°^ to Solution of "two Chinas." 

accept. 

. • • i» i= that the solution of the Taiwan question is an 
The second principle is that the somuo ^ ^ 

internal issue of the Chinese people, and it «n on^ ^ ^ use ^ 
Chinese people themselves to solve. >s to ^^ ^ ^ 

;3J^-- -- ■?«— — which should be 

left to the Chinese people to decade. 

The third point. ^J^^J^SZ^t 
^o^ftjT^n^r.'includ'ins the United States. 

So it ioous as if there >-?- <^Ta P ^ ^^ , 
"T^n q T7ou SU A U needTalwan we' can £tt. we .can w.ait unUl 
Si" dme Tsmore r^.pe for the solution of the quests. 



Then let 



§SSIS ^ L ^ SS£IL Let me.comment on the three points 

me say one other thing. 

^^^^ We -were checking ^^^ Zl^Z^ & 
about what Chairman Mao said last year and we 
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sr^.^*^*^ T r n and the unitcd| 

lutes. These two things should be separate. 

. „„ to sav that if you break your diplomatic 
Then the Chairman went on to say tha J lvE the issue of 

relations with Taiwan then it wi . £ P-*^ did ^ Japan . 
diplomatic relations. That is to say. u 
W f understand that refers to the Japan model. 

, ♦v.af a«? for the relation between 
^^^onTbe^ ^elful^siiion. 

Then the Chairman said we c*n d ° ^'^X ^rZ^. 

r A e s ^tfJJ^rX^V 1 ^. i - - — ~ - u take 

one hundred years to solve." 

I think from this conversation the meaning is clear. 

This is exactly my recollection 
^^^^ £^IZX&?£ ^otr cCe'se. 
fr^nUr LTaCh^seor^ronmy statelet 

1 member -co ^^S^t^^^T** 
LT« SX^ -ad^ot contradict me cither daughter), 

-u f t Miice from this conversation; because myj 

11^^^ cu d ; ri - w hat *. v iee *-*- ^ ^ 

, deduce from it that the = ^£^T™™ -preyed 

i: r^itrvtwtrLT^^aiiy .-«**-, — *- 

this. 

The second conclusion ! f^f™ ^ H^^^ 

h believes d^lomaUc ^aUo-could^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^ into 

rPKlf" c e ompl- " 1" his' perspective of history. 

Now of the three principles you ^-e -ntioned Mr ^^f"^ 
the first is, in our judgment, no problem. We w.ll 
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that leaves no <loubt there is no "one China-one Taiwan." This is 
a soluble problem - much easier than many other problems we have 
solved before. 

Vice Premier Teng: But it won't do if you establish a liaison office 
in Taiwan, or for that matter a consulate. 

Secr etary Kissinger: I still believe this is a problem to which we 
can find a solution. I see the Ambassador /Huang Che£7 has a very 
proprietary interest in the concept of a liaison office. He is the head 
of the only liaison office in the world which is headed by a Chinese , 
Ambassador. 

Huang Chen: My understanding about the nature of a liaison office 
is according to the ideas which Chairman Mao gave - the nature of 
a liaison office. 

Secretary Kissinger: I repeat, I believe we can find a solution 
to the first problem. Although we are not now in a detailed consul- 
tation. I believe we can find a solution to it. 

The second question: We do not wish to participate in any way in 
the process of reintegration, or in the process of realization of 
reintegration. 

The third problem is the one I have put to you: How we can avoid 
the impression that we have simply jettisoned people with whom we 
have been associated without giving - as in. the passage you read to 
me, how we can have a period of time to give this process a chance 
to work. * 

Namely, that diplomatic relations can be established before the process 
of reintegration is completed — how this can be expressed in our 
agreement. This is the serious question. 

It seems to me we have two roads we can take, and we are prepared 
to take either. 

One road is that we, the United States, proceed unilaterally to. reduce 
its standing on Taiwan, the way we have been doing. We will do 
this by withdrawing troops. And at the appropriate time before 197b 
Reducing/ the seniority .of our diplomatic representation. 

The other is that we begin a negotiation on the three points which we 
have discussed here. I do not believe our differences need be in- 
surmountable. 
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r ^n. 1 It ^a"robably it is difficult for both side, to 
reach any agreement on this visit of yours. 

formal invitation to the 5 c cre«y wQuld be & goo<J 

s^r^^x^ ~ *■« - - - worid - 

^ tar y Kissinger: It will produce a Politburo meeting in the 
Kremlin. 

Vice^remier^B: We don", :-*. .Well j-*-* ^ « -J^ 
Sat they have a Politburo meeting there. But we rea y 
this invitation with all seriousness. 

t .™™-«iate this, and let me think about it. 
«""*»■* Kissinger: I *PP« cia £ ^' ciple . We believe from our 
Let me say. however, one hing m P™^"; ^^.y has not chilled 

showing a substantial improvement in our relationship. ^ 

V,,, Premier Teng: We will be waiting for your answer then --'from 

your government. 

P^ign Minister ChJU oj. We understand Mr. Bush is going to give 

a reception this afternoon. 

^^^^^BushL My wife has spent most of her time waiting, so 

don't worry about that. 

V,r. Premier Tcng:_ We suggest 9:00 tomorrow morning ffor the next 

meeting/ ■ 

* ♦ K!wlnocr I suggest that at the beginning, for perhaps 

g/>rfPfary Kissinger. * =>ubS c _ i( j e ^ t i s up 

as many as you want. 
TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
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Vice Premier Ten FlL We shall decide the number of our participants 
according to the percentage of our whole population (laughter) . 

Secretary Kissinger: In relation to ours! So you will have 12. 
It will not take very long. 
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